Ms. Daigle – LA Intervention


World War II/Holocaust Era Research Paper

Since you have just heard five powerful testimonies from Holocaust survivors, it seems appropriate that you do research about the time period in which the events of this (nonfiction) documentary took place.

Many of the survivors were about your age when their entire families were taken to the concentration camps that the Germans, led by Adolf Hitler, built to exterminate the Jewish people.  Although Irene (who swallowed the diamonds), Renée (packed her bathing suit), Bill (illegal passports), Alice (whose sister Klara was experimented on), and Tom (later was able to eat “all the damn oranges and bananas” he wanted), survived to tell their stories, most of their family members and friends were killed or died in the camps.  To this day, as our elders, the survivors never fully recovered from their experiences during the late 1930s and early 1940s.  The Holocaust took place while World War II was raging.  By the time World War II ended in 1945, six million Jews died at the hands of Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany.  

Many countries were involved in World War II, including the United States.  Although the war officially began in 1939 when Germany invaded Poland, the United States did not enter the war until Japan bombed our country’s naval base in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941.  After the United States declared war on Japan, Germany declared war on the United States several days later.  In response, the United States then officially declared war on Germany.  
There were two “sides” in World War II, the Allied nations and the Axis nations.  The most important Allied countries were the United States, Great Britain, and the USSR (Russia).  The Axis countries were primarily Germany, Japan, and Italy.  As stated earlier, there were many other nations involved on both sides as well.  

After much fighting and loss of life, World War II ended in 1945.  Adolf Hitler, the leader of Germany, finally surrendered on May 8, 1945 or “V-E Day.”  Japan, led by Emperor Hirohito, did not surrender until August 14, 1945 or “V-J Day.”  

The World War II/Holocaust topics for your research papers will fall into the following categories:

The Allied Beach Landings on the Normandy (France) Beaches on June 6, 1944
(The U.S. War Against Germany)

Sword Beach

Juno Beach

Gold Beach

Omaha Beach

Utah Beach

The Holocaust/Nazi Concentration Camps

Auschwitz-Birkenau

Chelmno

Belzec

Treblinka

Sobibor

Majdanek

Significant Leaders of World War II

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (United States)

Harry S. Truman (United States)

Adolf Hitler (Germany)
Benito Mussolini (Italy)

Joseph Stalin (USSR)

Winston Churchill (Great Britain)

Emperor Hirohito (Japan)

Pearl Harbor and the Bombings of Japanese Cities

(The U.S. War Against Japan)

Pearl Harbor

Hiroshima

Nagasaki

The Aftermath of World War II

Nuremburg Trials
Treaty of Versailles

You must choose one of the topics listed above.  No two students may research the same topic.

Your research paper will only be two pages long.  The purpose of your paper is to describe a person, place, or event from World War II and to also explain your topic’s importance during or after the war. That will be the focus of your paper.  The paper must be typed in MLA format, and it must include both a Works Cited page (bibliography) and internal citations (parenthetical references).  You must have three sources: a portion of a book OR an encyclopedia entry, and two approved Internet sources.  These sources are mandatory.  Additional sources are not needed.  
The following due dates will be important for you to know in advance.
Friday, January 31: assignment introduction, topic choices

Monday, February 3: library day: introduction to citation information and sources 
Tuesday, February 4: Internet source day, Citation & Research Day, Continued

Wednesday, February 5: Read our sources, organize information onto notecards

Thursday, February 6: Instant Draft – draft your essay without looking at your notes/notecards/sources.  This is the information you do not have to cite. (
Works Cited worksheet due Friday, February 7
Monday, February 10: Rough Draft Workshop  
Tuesday, February 11: Rough Draft Workshop

Friday, February 14: Rough Draft Due
Friday, February 21 : Final Draft Due
- Grading Information - 

· See attached rubric for the grading of both your rough and final drafts.  You will receive a corrected rough draft and rubric of your grade if you do not make corrections.
· You will be graded each day on your work progress.  We are on a tight time table, and you will need to use each work day.

· Your Works Cited is a separate grade and represented on the rubric.
