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HIJ Homework Assignment
Handbook of Independent Journalism – Introduction 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. Explain Alexis de Tocqueville’s statement: “You can’t have real newspapers without democracy, and you can’t have democracy without newspapers.”
2. Identify the central purpose of journalism.

3. The “best-edited newspapers” are based on ___________________ and not _______________.
