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HIJ Homework Assignment

Handbook of Independent Journalism – Ch. 7 “Ethics and Law” 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. What is the most basic responsibility in a free society?
2. Define ethics.

3. If a journalist violates his or her ethics, who is affected?

4. What are the Four Principles of Journalism?

5. Define libel.

6. Define slander.

7. In your opinion, should online reporters be granted the same rights and protections as journalists working for established news organizations?  What about internet blogging?
