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HIJ Homework Assignment

Handbook of Independent Journalism – Ch. 1 “What is News?” 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. What is news?

2. Identify the 7 “news values.”
3. What are the major differences between “hard news” and “soft news” stories?  (Include where you find them in the newspaper and how they’re written.)
4. What is a “news feature” story?
5. What are the three basic ways journalists find news stories?
6. What type of information might be found in a Press Release from the Athletic Department at UConn? 
7. Why might a journalist be skeptical of an event organized by a government agency?  What might a journalist do before deciding if it’s worth reporting?
8. How is a journalist different from a propagandist or gossip columnist?
9. How has the internet changed journalism?
10. Define objectivity.

