Tourtellotte Memorial High School – English Department
Journalism Syllabus

Teacher: Miss Daigle

Email: missdaigle@gmail.com or adaigle@thompsonpublicschools.org

Teacher Phone: 860-923-9303 x227





Course Credit: 0.5

Website: http://missdaigle.weebly.com




Room: #227

General Course Goals:
· Understand and appreciate the fundamentals of journalism and how these fundamentals apply to a school publication

· Understand the importance of business aspects of a news publication (e.g. advertising and good public relations)

· Learn and produce various types of news writing and present the finished product in a concise and professional manner

· Immerse oneself in the application of good interviewing techniques and the proper ways to publish interviews

· Utilize one’s creativity in the layout and design process

· Meet deadlines on time in order to ensure productivity

· Understand and appreciate the importance of photojournalism

Specific Course Goals:
The goal of this course is to teach the following skills:

· How to write well under pressure

· How to gather information independently and organize it effectively

· How to use technology to enhance productivity

· How to write in the following newspaper formats:

· Single & Multiple feature news stories

· Features on people, ideas, and/or fads

· Reviews of restaurants, movies, music, concerts, books, or shows

· Editorials and viewpoints

· Columns

· Survey stories

· Sports stories

· Photojournalistic presentation

· Blogs

· Design elements:

· Page layout

· Graphic design

Required Materials:
· Binder with notebook paper

· Handbook of Independent Journalism
· 1 copy provided; can also be found as a .pdf on my website under the journalism tab

· Access to word processing system and internet

· Access to TV, newspapers, magazines, online publications for current event assignments 

Attendance:

This is a crucial part of your success in this class.  This class will often include group work, demonstrations, discussions, note-taking, one-on-one conferencing, and independent work, which take place in the classroom.  If you are absent, make-up work (e.g. copying classmates’ notes) will not fully replace the lesson.  I strongly urge you to maintain a solid attendance record.  Tardiness (without a pass) will not be tolerated.

Late Assignment Policy:

All assignments are due on the announced date.  There will be an automatic deduction (determined per assignment) for late submissions and for each additional day that the assignment is delayed.  If you are absent, you will have “x” amount of days to make up your work (“x” being the amount of days you are absent).

Classroom Policies (The No-No’s)

1. Be on time!

2. Be prepared for class everyday!

3. Food or drink is not permitted for any reason in class unless a doctor’s note states otherwise.

4. Portable electronic devices are not to be seen, heard, or used in class at anytime.  Turn off the item BEFORE entering class.  The only exception to this rule will be made clear in advance (e.g. photojournalism activities, laptops, broadcasting videos, etc.)

5. Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.

6. Say what you mean; profanity is not tolerated in class.

*Violation consequences include: verbal warning on first offense; second offense will be a mandatory written assignment; third offense will result in automatic discipline referral and/or immediate removal from class.

Other Important Classroom Procedures (The Yes-Yes’s)

1. You get what you give in terms of grades, attitudes, and respect.

2. Only positive attitudes allowed.  Even if you’re having a bad day, check it at the door; the rest of us don’t need to have one, too. Also, you don’t need to love everything we do but please approach it with an open mind.

3. Extra help – I am more than happy to provide extra assistance, and I now offer a variety of means to do so.  Email is an effective way to get editing help or ask questions.  If you’d like to stay after, please arrange a time with me in advance.

4. Time management – due dates are crucial in both your courses and in life; in our journalistic study, deadlines are unwavering.  Please plan according, resist the urge to procrastinate, and take advantage of any class time you have.

5. Be original – Utilize your personality, character, and individuality in this course.  There are plenty of opportunities for you to use your interests, hobbies, etc. as topics for writing.  Keep notes on your ideas as they come to you.

6. Enjoy your experience!  This course will move quickly, but it encompasses current events, local happenings, your interests, and written and visual expression!

Grading Criteria:
· Articles (collectively) – 60%

· Class participation – 10%

· Homework – 10%

· Final Exam – 20%
