Name: __________________________________________

Date: ________________________

Ms. Daigle, Room 227

Periods A & C – World Literature

Romeo and Juliet – Study Guide & Review Questions

Directions: Using your study guides and your books, answer the following questions about Romeo and Juliet.
Format of Exam

Thursday, April 1, 2010 – Multiple Choice, Quote Analysis, Short Answer

Monday, April 5, 2010 – Essay

35 Multiple Choice Questions

5 Quotes – Choose 3 to Answer

8 Short Answer – Choose 5 to Answer

Shakespeare – Background Information

· Describe Shakespeare’s upbringing and his married life.
· Where was Shakespeare born? When was he born and when did he die?
· Be able to discuss The Globe Theater
Prologue

1. In the prologue, Shakespeare tells his audience what they are to expect in the play. Why does Shakespeare chooses to use this technique?
2. What is the setting of the play?

3. How long will the play take?

4. What does the term “star-cross’d lovers” suggest?

5. Why are the two families fueding?
Act 1

1. Discuss the fight that breaks out between the two families.  Why is biting one’s thumb offensive?

2. What role does the Prince have?

3. Benvolio, Lord Montague, and Lady Montague discuss Romeo’s mood.  What do they say about Romeo that show he is depressed?

4. Paris approaches Lord Capulet with a marriage proposal for Juliet.  How does Capulet respond?

5. Benvolio tells Romeo, “Find a new infection in your eye, and the poison of the old infection will die.”  The “infection” Benvolio refers to is love.  How does Benvolio feel about love? What literary technique is used here?

6. Be able to thoroughly describe the Nurse and her relationship with Juliet.

7. Describe the process men must go through to win the attention of a female.  How does Romeo do this?  Refer to the soliloquy Romeo gives when he first sees Juliet.
8. Explain why Romeo and Juliet use religious terms when they first meet.

9. How does Romeo respond when he finds out Juliet is a Capulet? How does Juliet feel about Romeo being a Montague?

Act 2
1. Discuss the symbols of love Shakespeare uses in Scene i.
2. How does Shakespeare (Romeo) use light to describe Juliet’s beauty?  What effects does this have?

3. Does Juliet know Romeo is listening to her soliloquy?

4. Juliet makes a secret vow to Romeo; what is this vow? What is the significance of this quote in relation to a major theme of the play?

5. When Romeo swears by the moon, what does Juliet tell him?

6. What does Juliet mean when she tells Romeo, “…swear by the gracious self,/Which is the god of my idolatry,…”

7. Juliet professes how she idolizes Romeo. What previous scene does this remind you of?

8. Juliet admits that her behavior towards Romeo is “immodest.” Explain what Juliet does and says that embarrasses her.
9. Juliet says to Romeo that she is “not delighted by our pledges tonight.” In your own words, explain what she fears about their love.

10. Juliet says, “What’s in a name?  The thing which we call a rose would smell just as sweet if it had any other name…Romeo, get rid of your name, and in place of that name, which isn’t part of you, take me.”

11. Is it only their names that separate Romeo and Juliet?  If Romeo should change his name, do you think their problems would be solved?  Explain your answer.

12. Be able to analyze Friar Lawrence’s speech at the beginning of Scene iii. (He discusses the powers of plants and compares his ideas to humanity.)  

13. Describe the role Friar Lawrence plays in Romeo’s life.

14. Discuss the division between social classes by citing how Mercutio & the Montague boys treat the Nurse.  Use quotes to support your answer.
Act 3
1. How does the fight between Mercutio, Tybalt, Benvolio, and Romeo occur?  Do you think fate plays a larger role than feelings?

2. How is Mercutio’s death somewhat comical? How does that add to Mercutio’s character?

3. Why does the Prince have a “personal interest” in this fight?

4. How does Juliet respond to the outcome of the fight? What (internal) conflict does she have? Use quotes to support your answer.

5. Romeo approaches Friar Lawrence nearing a point of despair over his punishment for killing Tybalt.  What does the Friar do to “help” the situation?
6. After Romeo and Juliet spend an evening together, Juliet has feelings of doom.  What literary technique is Shakespeare using?

7. How does Juliet respond to her parents’ decision to wed her to Paris?
Act 4 (Abbreviated Version)
1. On the night when Juliet drinks the Friar’s potion, she approaches her parents beforehand.  Describe Juliet’s behavior and her reasoning for the change in her attitude.

2. What fears does Juliet have about the plan?

Act 5 (Abbreviated Version)
1. Friar John is not able to deliver Friar Lawrence’s message to Romeo.  What prevents him?

2. Romeo approaches the tomb.  Make sure you know his state of mind.  Also, how does he wind up killing Paris?  (e.g. What does Paris say that provokes him?)

3. Describe the scene in which Juliet awakens?

4. What does Friar Lawrence say to her to persuade her not to kill herself?

5. The Prince says, “We’ve all been punished.”  Explain whom he means by “we” and how those people have been punished.

6. What will the two fathers do to honor Romeo and Juliet?

Possible Short Answer Questions

· In Act II, Scene ii, Shakespeare uses light and brightness to create feelings of happiness and love.  However, the images of light and dawn in Act III have a different meaning.  Reread pages 203-205 in Act III, Scene v.  What do dawn and light mean to Romeo and Juliet here?

· Both Romeo and Juliet speak of the power of fate.  After killing Tybalt, Romeo says, I’m a victim of fate.”  And when Romeo leaves for Mantua, Juliet asks Fate to return Romeo to her.  In what ways do you think fate is responsible for Romeo and Juliet’s problems?  In what ways are Romeo and Juliet responsible for their own problems?

· Both Romeo and Juliet make remarks that hint of tragic events in the future.  These hints are called foreshadowing.  Reread pages 169, 179, and 207 for Period C.  Find lines that hint of possible danger.  (You may want to write the lines and speaker below.)  What kind of mood or feeling do these lines create for the reader?  What do you think these hints mean?
· Read Romeo’s comments in Act 5 Scene iii, lines 74-101.  Explain how his words show that he has changed since he met Juliet.  Consider what Romeo has discovered about himself and others.

· Discuss the Friar’s motives for his unusual plan to help the two lovers.  What suggests he truly cares about Romeo and Juliet and is trying to unite their families?  What suggests that he might have other motives?

· The audience learns a lot about the character of Juliet in Act IV.  How has Juliet changed since the beginning of the play?  What do you think of her feelings for Romeo now?  Does she love him with her heart or just her eyes?  Give examples (quotes) to support your answer.
· How does the suicidal impulse that both Romeo and Juliet exhibit relate to the overall theme of young love? Does Shakespeare seem to consider a self-destructive tendency inextricably connected with love, or is it a separate issue? Why do you think so?
· Discuss the relationships between parents and children in Romeo and Juliet. How do Romeo and Juliet interact with their parents? Are they rebellious, in the modern sense? How do their parents feel about them?
· Apart from clashing with Tybalt, what role does Mercutio play in the story? Is he merely a colorful supporting character and brilliant source of comic relief, or does he serve a more serious purpose?
· How does Shakespeare treat death in Romeo and Juliet? Frame your answer in terms of legal, moral, familial, and personal issues. Bearing these issues in mind, compare the deaths of Romeo and Juliet, Romeo and Mercutio, and Mercutio and Tybalt.
Essay Questions
1. The audience learns in the prologue that the play will end with the deaths of Romeo and Juliet.  Suppose you didn’t know this before you read the play.  Do you think you would be surprised at the ending?  Would you like this story better if it had a happy ending?  Defend your opinion(s) with specifics from the story.

2. The story of Romeo and Juliet is based on several key ideas (themes).  Read the list of key ideas below.  Then choose one of them you would like to discuss.  Be ready to explain what you learned about the topic from the play.  Use evidence from the play to explain your ideas.

a. The power of love

b. The importance of acting with caution and reason

c. The effects of fate or chance

d. The effects of prejudice and bigotry

3. Shakespeare borrowed the story of Romeo and Juliet from earlier writers.  So the story of two lovers separated by their families’ hatred is thousands of years old.  Why do you think the story has appealed to people for this long?  What can people learn from this play that is true no matter when or where they live?

