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HIJ Homework Assignment

Handbook of Independent Journalism – Ch. 4 “Editing the Story” 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. Identify the major difference(s) between a reporter and an editor.
2. What is the copy editor’s role?

3. What are the goals of an effective headline?

4. What are the goals of an effective caption?

5. Funny, clever, witty, or punny headlines often fail.  Why?

6. As newspaper designer Ron Reason states, graphics – like graphs and charts – are “information, not ____________________.”
