Name: _________________________ Date: ____________ Per: ____
HIJ Homework Assignment

Handbook of Independent Journalism – Ch. 2 “Getting the Story” 

PURPOSE/DIRECTIONS: To highlight key ideas in Deborah Potter’s Handbook of Independent Journalism, students are asked to answer the following questions.

1. You’re working for Ch. 3 news when a call comes in from an unidentified source.  The source says there’s a fire at a local hospital.  Come up with 5Ws+1H question that you should be able to identify when reporting this story.

2. Identify the three most practical note-taking tips FOR YOU from the list on page 14.
3. Refer to the above incident about the burning hospital.  What sorts of information should you research before printing the article?

4. You check back into your “clip files” to find that you’ve interviewed the local fire marshal before.  What type of benefit does this have?  What is the best way to approach him?

5. Ben Affleck is supporting a local candidate, and your editor selected you to interview him.  Make a list of 3 questions to ask him.

(FLIP PAGE OVER)

6. You want an interview with Robert Thorson, an expert on New England stonewalls, but he’s very busy.  He says he doesn’t have enough time and doesn’t know what to say to you.  What is your response?

7. A car accident involving a school bus and a pedestrian occurs on Rt. 12.  You are able to interview the bus driver, and you get a press release the next day.  Which is a primary source and which is a secondary source?

8.  What’s the benefit to interviewing someone in person versus via email?

9. What can you do to maintain credibility?
